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vi. The English forces were poorly organized and the de-
fenses of the city were in a very bad way when Surrey arrived
at Boulogne. Although the city and its environs were con-
stantly harassed by the French troops under Marechal du
Biez, Surrey set about putting his forces in order and strength-
ening his defenses. The excellence of his work proved Surrey
to be a competent general as well as an efficient Marshall of
the Field and a successful leader of headlong attacks and raid-
ing expeditions. One of his first steps was "to rid all harlots and
common women out of Boulogne and [to] enquire whether any
head officers had received money above their entertainment
and appointed their servants to certain charges whereby the
King was ill served.3516 Provisions and supplies had to be
landed and carried inside the walls in spite of the cordons of
French troops surrounding the city. Moreover, the French
commander changed his base of operations. Moving from the
left bank of the Liane River, where he left about four thousand
men in a fortified camp to finish the building of Fort Chatillon,
Marechal du Biez occupied Mount Lambert. This mount being
the plateau crowning the slope on which Boulogne was built,
the new French position was above the city and so near that
artillery could shoot into the town and the English fire from
inside the walls could reach the French camp.17
From their new position the French could prevent the send-
ing of supplies from Calais to Boulogne by land. Fort Chatillon,
when completed, would command the harbor and cut off the
provisioning of Boulogne by sea. By this strategem Du Biez
hoped to force the English to come outside the walls of Bou-
logne to protect their lines of communication. Surrey refused,
however, to be drawn into the open. He was too skillful a mili-
tary leader to risk his poorly organized troops in a general en-
gagement when outnumbered five to one by the French. As
long as Fort Chatillon was unfinished the French could not
choke off the English supplies by sea. Surrey turned his efforts
to retarding the building of this fort. This he did by sending
small forces of horsemen to threaten the working Frenchmen.
If the French threw down their tools and rushed together to
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